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discovery of the parthenogenetic development of plant-lice : there are, in fact, several generations in series lying hidden one within another, for the eggs of embryos already begin to develop : and here nature presents to the eye that very " emboitement" demanded by theory.
<c II n'est point dans la nature de veritable generation ; mais nous nommons improprement Generation le commencement d'un developpement qui nous rend visible ce que nous ne pouvions auparavant aperce-voir." The essence of the whole theory of evolution is expressed in these words ; with good right has C. IT. Wolff called it a negation, not an explanation of development.
Bonnet, the " Ovulist," lays particular stress on the fact that the germ must exist in the egg as a perfectly formed being before fertilisation; and he is critical enough to admit that the theory would break down if the opposite were proved. But this opposite is not proved : " il est demontre que le Poulet existe dans 1'oeuf avant la Pecondation."
Certainly no exact pre-existence of all proportions of the germ must be supposed : " Tandis que le Poulet est encore dans 1'etat de Germe, toutes ses Parties ont des formes, des proportions, des situations qui different extremement de celles que FEvolution leur fera revetir. Cela va au point, que si nous pouvions voir ce Germe en grand, tel qu'il est en petit, il nous seroit impossible de le reconnoitre pour un Poulet" ; and for mammals and man the same holds good.1
1" L'homme et les Quadruples, dans l'e"tat de Germe, ont sans doute aussi des formes et des situations qui ne ressemblent nullement a celles qu'ils acquierrent par le deVeloppement."